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EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, EG 

SUBJECT: SAIDA ZEINAB RIOTS 
REF: CAIRO 2253 

RELIABLE USINT SOURCE WHO HAS CLOSE CONTACTS IN MINISTRY 
OF INTERIOR TOLD US THAT FINAL CASUALTY FIGURES FOR 
SAIDA ZEINAB RIOTS (SEE REFTEL) WERE SIX CIVILIANS AND 
TWO POLICE KILLED AND 38 CIVILIANS AND 34 POLICE IN- 
JURED. THE POLICE OFFICER WHO CONDUCTED THE INTERROGA- 
TION OF THE BUTCHER WHO SUBSEQUENTLY DIED HAS BEEN 
ARRESTED AND WILL BE PUT ON TRIAL. OFFICER IS EXPECTED 
TO ALLEGE THAT DEATH OF BUTCHER WAS CAUSED BY HEART 
ATTACK AS CERTIFIED BY MEDICAL EXAMINER. HE WILL ALSO 
ALLEGE THAT PRISONER HAD SWALLOWED LARGE QUANTITY OF 
HASHISH WHICH WAS IN HIS POSSESSION AT TIME OF ARREST 
AND THAT THIS CONTRIBUTED TO HIS DEATH. 
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